IGS                   INDIAN RECREATIOHS*

fuaded to regain their loft rank in fociety, by preci-
pitating thenifelvcs naked from a great height upon
fpikes and edged weapons. Others pierce their {kin
with a hot iron ; in ftiort, cruelties too horrid for re-
cital, and too extravagant to obtain belief, are daily
provoking your pity or indignation, amidft a people
famed for humanity in every part of the world*

ONE part of the religious economy of this peoplet
regarding their conduct towards the fick and dying,
cannot be beheld without the moft melancholy im-
preffions. When a fick perfon's life is defpaired of,
he is carried by his relations to the bank of the river,
and there, expofed to the ftorm, or the iptenfe heat
6f the fun, he is permitted, or rather forced, to refign
his breath. His mouth, nofe, and ears are clofely
ftopped with the mud of the river; large veffels of
water are kept pouring upon him ; and it is amidft
the agonies of difeafe, and the convulfive Struggles
of fuffocation, that the miferable Hindoo bids adieu
to his relations, and to his prefent exiftence. This is
called Gungah jatra; and when life is gone the
corpfe is burnt, if the family can pay the expences,
and the afhes are thrown into the river,

DURING the months of September and Ockobert
the moft fatal feafon of the year to the natives of
Bengal, you cannot psfs along the river without be-
ing annoyed by fuch fcenes of fuperftition, cruelty,
and horror. If the perfon carried down to the batik
4ie, according to expectation, or rather yidid to thofe